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IMPORTANCE, AIMS AND POSSIBLE OUTCOME OF RESEARCH

In our fMRI experiment, we investigate the abstractness of dogs' and humans' action
concepts. Specifically, we are interested in whether the brains of the two species represent
the action itself, that is, whether they encode the same actions, such as the act of “sitting”,
in a similar way even when performed by different individuals or by a member of the
other species. Additionally, we investigate whether, similar to humans, family dogs living
in a language-rich environment develop more distinct mental concepts for actions that
they can associate with words than for those not associated with a label. Our results will
contribute to the understanding of how a language-rich environment influences the
perception of actions and events through mental concepts.

AMBITIONS AND CAREER GOALS

To expand our knowledge on how different species and individuals perceive the events
and actions around them.
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