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TITLE OF HIS PRESENTATION
A Newly Discovered Reward Center in the Brain

RESULTS FOR THE TALENTUM PRIZE 2026 NOMINATION
His research group discovered a previously unknown brainstem nucleus that suppresses a brain 
region responsible for negative experiences, helping to control reward, motivation, and emotional 
balance

RESEARCH AREA

My research group focuses on the sub-cortical control of learning and 
memory processes. We study these questions from synaptic-level 
electron microscopy studies to viral neuronal tracing methods and 
behavioral-level studies.

TECHNIQUES AVAILABLE IN THE LAB

My research group uses a variety of neuroscience techniques including, 
but not limited to: immunohistochemistry, light and electron microscopy, 
RNAscope, brain surgery to explore and monitor neural pathways, 
optogenetics, chemogenetics, in vivo electrophysiology, fiber photometry, 
miniscope calcium imaging and a variety of behavioral techniques.
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